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SHERBORNE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 

REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFF  I  PER  OT?  m  at.tu 
to  the 

SHERBORNE  RURAL  SANITARY  AUTHORITY 

for  the  Tear 
1^40. 

^A.TJLTT  I2JL_A*!T5  Jr.  1^~al_otn  Di  ~TLQns_op__r  TtE_area.  . 

AREA  (acres)  41s48l.  POPiTLATTON  (Registrar  General’s  estimate 

:ber  of  Inhabited  mess  at  end  of  X940  1940 Mg 

"  ;ab^e  Value  £2 1,544.  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £94. 

vv  .J-'J®  KP«l«i0n  of  the  district  is  as  stated  before  but  has  increased 
t?  unaccompanied^ s S2 ™  ratio  of  accompaSHd 

20%.  "here  iS  pr°tatly  a  deorease  in  the  cattle  stock  of  the  area  by  about 

4/CQd-aores  -tinder  cultivations^- 

find  S^cLSfaS  £  “Tn^ne  ™  to 


VITAL  statistics  of  the  ye ar , 


Total , 
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Rat  e  pe  r 
P.  1000. 
32 
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33-5 

13#5 


Live  Births  (Legitimate 

( Illegitimate 

Still  Birthso 
Des.ths « 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  s - 

No ,  2 9 .  Pul- r  p er a  1  3 c ps  i. r>  Nile 

No .  30 .  0  the  r  n uer  pe  ra  3.  c aus  e s  Ni  1 , 

~Nil7 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  ono  year  of  age  *- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  hirths.  40 ®0 

T, infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  46*9 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  ii Illegitimate  births  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  10 

Deaths  from  Measels  (all  ages)  wi  i 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough* (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhooa  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil. 

that  ttarShU4rrotStiw#Seth01?«,5h?  noiS!?1«Fho®d  l«t  it  might  be  stated 

^  •.&?  &*. 

sores,  which  did  net  aff ec^toTtocaf  !LaM?^ts?i3eaSe’  ^  3epU° 
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GENERAL  PROVISION'  OR  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  TEE  AREA. 


» 


■ 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES  e  ■ 

/ 

The  laboratory  facilities  have  been  ample  and  the  County  Laboratory 
has?  If  anything,  increased  it's  reputation  for  usefullness  and  help  to 
the  County.’ 

A;Jx:lTIANCE  FACILITIES.  / 

Ambulance  facilities  for  ordinary  cases  remain  as  in  previous  reports 
It  has  been  able  to  answer  all  the  calls  made  on  it  easily. 


For  infectious  oases  the  North  Dorset  Joint  Hospital  Board  has  now 
provided  a  meter  ambulance  which  remedies  the  complaints  prevalent  in 
pre v  1  c  ■  \3  year s , 

Disinfection  of  affected  bedding  has  been  accelerated  and 'there  is 
now  lie tie  cause  for  complain !: . 


jpcjUjo  ry  Yh3  RON"! , 


as  eve:",  cur  T, ns  com- 


N  O  Xa.^.  -  L  '  i 

plaints  menre  one o  ?..a  ny  ly,ot  report  as  go  the  restriction  of  Nurse’s 
petrol  are  still  heard  and  efforts  should  be  made  to  ensure  that  sufficien 
petrol  for  their  legitimate  use  should  be  readily  obtainable. 


m  t>tt.  a  rvn  m  r\-  -  —  -  -  p\  a  i  T'  /'it  "T  *r ,  t*  *r  r » r.i 

1  rhtj'A.L-i :  J..0i ».  .l  .  ;L  ^9.. 0 

There  are  no  special  treatment  centres  or  clinics  at  alii  in  the 
District  d 

HOSPITALS >  There  are  no  Hospitals,  Public  or  Voluntary,  in  the  District, 

f  Ad  IT  ARY  0 1 RCUHST  ANCE3  OF  THE  AREA. 

Wat er  Suyyplie s . 

The  water  supplies  of  the  District  during  the  year  responded 
satisfactorily  to  the  increased  demand  made  on.  them  by  the  augmented 
population/  "in  the  Southern  Parishes  Area  during  September  it  seemed 
likely  that  there  min  hr  be  a  definite  shortage  but  the  difficult  period 
was  pasted.  At  that  time  about  17,000  gallons  per  day  were  being  used 
by  the  Troops  encamped  in  the  Kay  don  side  ox  Shorbornc-  Park,  but  luckily 
they  were  moved  oust  about  the  time  when  anxiety  was  being  most  felt. 


ohould  the  Government  contemplate  further  extension  of  Camps  in  this 
no iarhb our r..o o d ,  "hey  would  be  wise  to  give  further  consideration  to  the 
increase  ox  i . r. i u  \ / ^ ^ o r.*  supply  m  cnxs  ax ea. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  likelihood  expressed  in  previous  reports 
that  houses  in  this  area  would  avail  themselves  of  the  water  supply  has 
been  fulfilled  and  now  practically  all  the  dwellings  in  this  area  are 
supplied. 

The  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  water  supply  at  Bradford  Abbas  still 
exists „  The  Council  are  suggesting  methods  of  overcoming  or  meeting  this 
complaint  and  considering  that  the  largest  percentage  of  evacuated 
children  falls  on  this  Parish  it  is  essential  that  this  matter  should  care¬ 
fully  be  considered* 

The  routine  examination  of  water  supplies  which  was  found  to  be  most 
important,  was  continued  throughout  the  year. 

The  difficulties  of  the  Thornford  water  supply  have  been 
s  at is  f ac x c r i ly  met . 


CONTAMINATION . 

Tne  contamination  of  the  water  supply  at  Higher  Clatcombe  still 
continues  at  intervals.  The  'difficulty  would  be  met  by  more  complete 
storage  arrangemen ts ,  which  would  probably  in  this  case  be  quite 
satisfactory  or  the  water  should  be  dealt  with  by  filtration. 
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DRAINAiE  AND  SEWERAGE . 


There  have  been  no  serious  complaints  t  drainage  or  sewerage  this 
year  in  the  District,  although  it  cannot  he  said  that  the  conditions  so 
often  reported  hy  me  have  yet  been  met,.  In  fact,  it  appears  likely  c 
owing  to  Var  conditions  that  they  will  not  be  met  for  some  time  to  come. 

RIVERS __AND  STREA-MS.  No  complaints  of  poluiion  have  been  received 

dur ing  the  year. 


CLOSET  ACCOUUODAT  ION . 

Where  ever  the  needs  of  the  population  seem  to  warrant  it,  regular 
collection  of  night  soil  lias  been  made  by  the  Council.  No  nuisance  of 
this  kind  has  been  reported  in  the  year  but  no  final,  definite  and  per¬ 
manent  satisfactory  plan  has  yet  been  agreed  to. 


The  subject  of  refuse  collec 
debate.  The  frequency  of  the  cc 
most  unsatisfactory  that  refuse  o 
about  in  the  Villages  for  lengthl 
matter  appears  to  be  the  question 


y  P 
of 


n  still  provides  matter  for  frequent 
ct ion  should  be  increased.  It  is 
II  kinds  should  be  allowed  to  lie 
eriods.  The  only  difficulty  in  the 
cost , 


S. 


There  are  no  cesspools  in  the  District. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION , 


The 


o  tber 

Cp  >  *»  o  /”> 

•Ca.  rv s_ 


hy 

no 

to  suppose 

taken  of  ¥ 


*• 


rularity  of  inspection  of  the  -district  was  seriously  hampered 
duties  and  the  reduction  of  staff,  but  it  may  be  fairly  said  that 
for  complaint  remained  un^invs s ti gate d  and  there  was  no  reason 
that  absence  of  regular  visits  resulted  in  advantage  being 
r-  time 


con  die  ions 


SHOPS .  No  action  was  taken  under  the  Shops ;  Act,  1934-* 


CAMPING  SITES . 

—  •  -  he-  c-as-ping  site  nuisances  have  practically  been  terminated  by  War 
conditions  and  the  site  previously  complained  of  has  now  been  put  to  a 
better  use  namely  that  of  cultivation.  A  few  caravans  appear  from  time 
to  time,  they  are  watched  and  cause  no  trouble.  There  are  no  licensed  sites. 


SMOKE  ALAIEuvgr.HT  c  No 

ment. 


ac  ti  or. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  ALT 
district  which  are* 


POOLS . 
open  to 


has  been  necessary  with  a  view  to  smoke  abate- 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the 
the  public. 


ERADICATION  0?  SEP  DUG.  No  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year  for 

the  eradication  of  the  bed  bug. 


gCFOOlo .  Regular  inspection  of  schools  has  been  continued  as  with  their 

increased  population  and  use  it  is  likely  that  trouble  may  arise. 

The  water  supply  at  Bradford  Abbas  School  complained  of  several  times, 
should  shortly  be  remedied. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.  There  was  especially  little  infectious  disease  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

Tabular  Statement  of  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector . 


Ho us ing . 

8l, 

Public  Health  Act. 

19. 

Dairies. 

48. 

Factories . 

3. 

Shops , 

5o 

Meat  Inspections. 

54. 

INSPECTION  AND 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

• 

W ith  the  difficulty  of  keeping  up  regularity  of  inspections  previous 
ly  referred  to,  it  has  been  fouhd  better  to  concentrate  chiefly  more  on 
the  retailers  of  milk  in  the  District  than  those  who  supply  milk  in  bulk 
to  the  big  factories  where  it  is  carefully  dealt  with.  It  must  be 
icalised  that  a  faulty  supply  of  milk  in  the  present  condition  might  lead 
to  a  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease 'and  every  endeavour  should  be 
made  to  prevent  such  a  calamity.  x- 
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It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  the  advice  so  often  given  for 

an  ex be ns ion  of  pasteurisation  has  met  with  so  little  success,  and  the 
Council  would  "be  wise  not  to  abate  their  efforts  to  securing  a  greater 

extension  of  the  system. 


I  'e  dc.'ncil  should  constantly  hear  in  mind  the  risk  of  milk-home 
diec.no.:-  us  such  a  large  School  population  of  all  kinds  is,  supplied  hy  the 

Sh6:-ho?:^e  Rural  Area, 


Ac 


V./.C 


and  CCYTHOL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  and  OTHER  El  SEA  S3 


TP 


There  is  little  that  can  he  added  to  what  has  been  said  in  previous 
reports.  Conditions  remain  satisfactory,  Immunization  against 
diphtheria  will  he  undertaken  in  the  near  future,  v 


q-t triable  infectious  disease . 


The  Horae  at  "The  Beeches",  started  as  soon  as  emigration  from  Lon¬ 
don  commenced,  was  found  quite  competent  to  deal  with  all  the  work  asked 

of  it,. 


It  had  been  thought  in  1939  that  it  would  be  probably  needed  for 
more  rious  infectious  disease,  but  in  practice  it  turned  out  that  it 
was  merely  wanted  to  deal  with  the  problems  of  septic  sorea,  scabies  and 
hedre- ce>?3,  as  well  as  for  children  who  for  various  other  deficiencies 
of  Locltu  were  not  welcome  hy  the  average  householder. 


L  iff 


ably  ano  r< 
noceosc  ’;v 
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urabcr  of  cases  of  scabies  at  me  time  increased  very  consider- 
he  Yeatman  Hospital  Sherborne,  very  generously  set  aside  the 
accommodation  to  deal  with  i:he  ma.tter.  With  modern  methods 
•at  these  cases  were  found  easily  and  quickly  curable  and  soom 


a 


•»  r  • . i 
-  I -  J?  ^ 


in  number 


to 


.....  „  ^  ...  the  quest  ion  of  Evacuation  generally,  the 

une o wU  r  an children  e  s  pe  c iai. ly  have  thrive  d  wo II. ,  have  been  icappj  , 

he.  ••/  o  c .  .  u  we  j.c 


•  me d  and  vary  kindly  treated  by  their  hosts,  and  i 


s  ay  oha 
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many  house  holders  would  regret  the  loss  of  these 
le  a. vc . 


V/ith  the  accompanied  children  it  has  not  been  so  well,  the  obvious 
difficulty  of  the  mother  and  the  hostess  using  the  same  household 
utensils  has  been  difficult  to  overcome  and  neither  the  parents  or  the 
children  have  been  so  happy  as  the  other  class. 


To  meet  the  deficiency  of  accommodation  the  Council  tried  the 
experiment  of  using  once  again  houses  that  they  had  officially  previously 
condemned.  This  experiment  was  a  complete  failure  as  it  was  found  that 
these  houses  were  too  far  gone  ever  again  to  be  kept  in  a  state  of 
adequate  repair. 

Experience  of  the  wave  of  Evacuation  leads  ©fund  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  it  every  town-bred  children  spent  at  least 
one  or  two  years  of  it’s  life  in  a  prolonged  visit  to  the  country.  Many 
of  these  children  after  a  time  display  considerable  interest  in  country 
affairs  and  in  pursuits  of  which  on  their  arrival  they  are  completely 
ignorant  and  it  is  likely  th§t_jthis  .experiment  is  of  great  permanent, 
value  to  them. 

(Signed) . 

•  G.  R.  ,  RICKETT,  M.D. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Sherborne  R.D.C, 


